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Real Reads 2015-16

‘Miniature masterpieces’ BBC R4 Open Book



Real Reads are retellings of great literature 
from around the world, each fitted into a 64-page 
book. Our books make classic stories, dramas and 
histories available to intelligent young readers 
as a bridge to the full texts, to language students 
wanting access to other cultures, and to adult 
readers who are unlikely ever to read the 
original versions.

Real classics
The world’s greatest literature, from William 
Shakespeare to Scott Fitzgerald, from Jane 
Austen to the Ramayana, from the New 
Testament to the Chinese classic Journey to the 
West, all made accessible through masterful 
retellings. Each Real Read reflects the depth 
and power of the original story, and retains 
much of the author’s vocabulary, style and tone.

Really accessible
Real Reads bring great books to a wider 
readership, while always honouring the context 
and structure of the original.

Really well illustrated
Illustrators are carefully chosen for their ability 
to convey the mood of the original text. The 
wonderful pictures, always historically accurate 
and laid out to complement the text, enhance 
the reader’s understanding and enjoyment.

Real books
Real Reads are section-sewn so they won’t fall apart 
with regular reading. They are printed on heavyweight 
paper with board covers and an elegant dustwrapper. 
Real Reads are a joy to handle, works of art in their 
own right.

Real-world
Real Reads embody cultural values and traditions 
from around the world. They foster cross-cultural 
understanding and help the reader connect with the 
world’s most important literature and history. Each 
book has a section called ‘Taking things further’ which 
provides historical and human context, suggests links 
to useful resources, and asks the reader challenging 
and insightful questions relating to the story. 

A real success
Since the launch of Real Reads in 2007 more than 300,000 copies have been bought in the Real Reads 
English-language editions. As well as the original editions, Real Reads are also available in licensed editions in 
India, China, Germany, Taiwan, Canada, Greece, Iceland, Korea, Colombia, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Ukraine …

Really good feedback
‘The Real Reads series is definitely held in 
high regard here at Scholastic – titles that are that 
elusive mix of teacher- and student-friendly. I only 
wish it existed when I was at school so that I knew 
what happened in the last two-thirds of Jane Eyre!’

Lauren Nightingale, Scholastic Education

‘These unassuming and undaunting books are 
doing brilliant work in getting the classics to 
children. With sensitivity to the original text, they 
offer an introduction to the original novels which 
encourages readers to go on to the real thing. 
Judging from our sales, teachers love them!’

Fiona Waters, Editorial Director, 
Troubadour Ltd/The Travelling Book Company

‘Finally an intelligent, exciting and inviting way 
to introduce younger readers to the classics. As a 
children’s bookseller I have found parents, teachers 
and children have been thrilled at the opportunity 
to read Shakespeare, Dickens and Austen as super 
stories that they can understand and love.’

Octavia Karavla, Octavia’s Bookshop, Cirencester

‘Not every child will get Dickens, but a chance to 
get to know him should be the birthright of every 
child. Let schools show Lionel Bart’s incandescent 
Oliver! Let younger ones learn the remarkable stories 
of Pip and Tiny Tim through Gill Tavner’s excellent 
Dickens Real Reads  and prove that the vast 
human spirit under that slab in Westminster Abbey 
is not dead, only sleeping.’

Allison Pearson, The Telegraph

If you are a publisher interested in Real Reads rights for your country, email us – rights@realreads.co.uk
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New for 2015-16!
Icelandic Sagas, Gandhi, Gawain, Arabian Nights, Shackleton’s 
Antarctic epic, and two of the greatest Russian novels ever!

Retold by the well-known 
Indian writer R.N. Pillai, 
illustrated by award-winning 
Indian artist Aniruddha 
Mukherjee, and published in 
conjunction with the Mango 
imprint of Real Reads’ 
Indian partner publisher, DC 
Books.

For the first time ever, the lives of 
the founders of Buddhism and Islam 
for younger readers, based on original 
sources, retold by renowned authors, 
and illustrated by award-winning 
illustrators.

Retold by the renowned Egyptian 
author Ahmed Abo Khnegar, 
illustrated by leading illustrator 
Mohsen Abou El-Azm, and 
published in conjunction with Real 
Reads’ Egyptian partner publisher, 
Bardi Books.

‘This version of the Prophet’s life is 
charmingly written and refreshingly 

retold, and will appeal strongly to its intended young 
audience.’   Ziauddin Sardar, writer, broadcaster

and cultural critic.  

‘The life of the Prophet is full of exciting adventures, 
and this book captures these in a very graphic and 
vivid manner. The juxtaposition of Arabic calligraphy, 
beautiful illustrations and fluent narrative makes this 
book very attractive. I highly recommend it.’

Musharraf Hussain al-Azhari, Imam, 
Karimia Institute, Nottingham.

‘This account based on original sources is concise, 
readable and moving. It describes the key moments 
in the eventful life of the Prophet Muhammad, whose 
powerful message about worshipping the one true 
God would transform Mecca, then Arabia, and then 
the world.’

Shawkat M. Toorawa, Associate Professor of Arabic 
Literature and Islamic Studies, Cornell University.

978-1-906230-61-6

978-1-906230-62-3

Real Reads Muhammad: 
The Life of the Prophet

Real Reads Siddhartha 
Gautama: The Life of 
the Buddha

Real Reads Dante

The first Italian classic 
from Real Reads is our 
wonderfully-retold version 
of the first part of Dante’s 
great epic, told in prose and 
terza rima by Isabel Coe and 
illustrated by the talented 
Italian illustrator Elena Menga.

978-1-906230-52-4

978-1-906230-87-6 978-1-906230-86-9978-1-906230-88-3

978-1-911091-03-5

978-1-911091-00-4978-1-911091-01-1 978-1-911091-02-8

978-1-911091-04-2 978-1-911091-05-9

Real Reads 
Arabian Classics

In conjunction 
with our Icelandic 
and Indian partner 
publishers, Real 
Reads brings you 
the bloodthirsty 
Egil’s Saga, and, 
in complete 
contrast, Gandhi’s 
autobiography.

Available now

Many people will know these wonderful stories from 
the Arabian Nights in their pantomime versions, but 
here they are in their full dramatic and powerful 
narrative versions, published in conjunction with  
Real Reads’ Arabic partner publisher Hudhud. 

April 2016

Real Reads Russian Classics
Real Reads now 
brings some of 
the great Russian 
classics to our 
growing list, with 
Tolstoy’s Anna 
Karenina, in which 
a strong-willed 
aristocratic woman 
brings ruin on 

herself, and Dostoyevsky’s Brothers Karamazov, his 
powerful exploration of personal morality. July 2016

Christine Kidney’s exuberant 
verse retelling of this wonderful 
Arthurian legend adds a jewel 
of early English literature to the 
Real Reads list.

Available now

August 2016 
sees the 
anniversary 

of Shackleton’s dramatic Antarctic 
rescue of his men from Elephant 
Island. Real Reads retells his 
gripping and exciting personal 
account.       July 2016



Reawakening Literature 
Working with Classic Literature Retellings 
A Guide for Educators

978-1-906230-73-9

Real Reads are accessible texts designed to support the literacy development of 
primary and lower secondary age children while introducing them to the riches of our 
international literary heritage. Jane Campion’s practical guide is designed to support 
teachers and parents in maximising children’s reading experience. It identifies a range 
of opportunities for developing reading skills, and for talking about books. It also 
suggests ways of developing readers’ appreciation and understanding of the cultural 
and social contexts of these classics of world literature.

Jane Campion has twelve years’ experience of teaching English Language and English 
Literature, and has been a lead teacher for English. She is a member of the English 
Association Secondary Education Committee, where she is currently the editor of the 
association’s journal for secondary teachers, The Use of English.

978-1-906230-83-8 978-1-906230-84-5

Real Reads 
Australian Classics

We are delighted to publish the first pair of a series of retellings of 
important Australian literature in association with Real Reads’ 
Australian distributor INT Books – Miles Franklin’s 
classic coming-of-age study My Brilliant Career, 
memorably brought to the screen in the award-
winning 1979 movie, and Ethel Turner’s 
memorable saga of Australian 
family life, Seven Little 
Australians. Over the coming 
months other Australian 
titles will be added to the list, 
including Picnic at Hanging 
Rock and For The Term of his 
Natural Life.

Real Reads World War I
To mark the centenary of the ‘Great War’ of 1914–18 
Real Reads published retellings of some of the key 
works of the period – John Buchan’s stirring The Thirty-
nine Steps, Erskine Childers’ gripping spy story The 
Riddle of the Sands, and Erich Remarque’s first-hand 
battlefield experiences in All Quiet on the Western Front. 
Real Reads World War I titles are an important 
addition to our list.

978-1-906230-67-8 978-1-906230-68-5 978-1-906230-66-1

Real Reads French Classics
978-1-906230-69-2 978-1-906230-70-8

Greek Classics, Chinese Classics, Indian Classics 
– now Real Reads has moved into one of 
the world’s richest seams of classic literature, 
the French canon. Starting with Victor Hugo’s 
powerful take on Beauty and the Beast set high in 
Paris’s most famous landmark, the novel-turned-
blockbuster-film Les Misérables, and Jules Verne’s 
story of a madcap rush round the globe to win an 
almost unwinnable wager, Real Reads French 
classics turn a new leaf for young readers. 978-1-906230-79-1



Real Reads Charles Dickens
978-1-906230-02-9 978-1-906230-04-3 978-1-906230-01-2 978-1-906230-05-0 978-1-906230-03-6 978-1-906230-00-5

Immensely popular in his day, Dickens’s stories are 
as relevant and entertaining as ever, his characters as 
real and exciting as they always were. Real Reads 
Dickens, true to his content and style, offer young 
readers a wonderful way in to these sometimes 
daunting classics.

Dickens is Real Reads’ most popular author – 
Oliver Twist has already reprinted eleven times.

978-1-906230-64-7 978-1-906230-63-0 978-1-906230-65-4

Real Reads 
Travel & Adventure

978-1-906230-71-5 978-1-906230-72-2

Some of the world’s greatest classics are stories of 
courage and resourcefulness in the face of physical 
hardship. Real Reads titles in this genre are Daniel 
Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe, a study of isolation and 
inventiveness based on a true story, Herman Melville’s 
whaling epic of daring adventure and manic obsession, 
Moby Dick, and Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, his 
pioneering satirical commentary on human strengths 
and weaknesses.

978-1-906230-85-2

Real Reads William Shakespeare

978-1-906230-44-9 978-1-906230-46-3 978-1-906230-47-0978-1-906230-56-2 978-1-906230-55-5 978-1-906230-45-6

When we started 
Real Reads we 
thought it couldn’t 
be done – 5,000-
word retellings 
of Shakespeare’s 
best-known plays in 
a language which uses 
many of the bard’s 
own words, adding to them in Shakespearean 
style and idiom to create shorter versions which 
are powerful plays in their own right. Then Helen 
Street showed us exactly how it could be achieved, 
and we are proud to publish our growing series of 
Real Reads Shakespeare plays, acting versions 
perfect both for personal enjoyment and for 
school plays and theatre groups.

Real Reads Homer

978-1-906230-53-1 978-1-906230-54-8

Brave warriors, 
noble heroes, 
women of 
divine beauty 
and envious 
gods moved 
by human 
passions come 
alive in these 
retellings of 

the most famous of Greek myths. Brilliantly retold 
by Beatrice Sampatakou and illustrated by Thanos 
Tsilis, these two titles are the first joint productions 
with Real Reads’ Greek partner publisher Savvalas.

‘We are very impressed not only with the look of the books, but also the format and style. Helen has done a 
fantastic job of retelling the plays in modern English while still retaining the verse. Real Reads and we at 
Finding the Will are treading a similar path – introducing the wonderful plays of Shakespeare to children at 
an early age, making them accessible and fun to read.’ Jules Hobbs, Director, Finding the Will



Real Reads Thomas Hardy

978-1-906230-38-8 978-1-906230-39-5978-1-906230-40-1

Many people these days only know the novels 
of Thomas Hardy through films and television 
adaptations, but if you haven’t actually read 
Hardy you’ll have missed the subtleties of his 
characters and the power of his language. Now 
these Real Reads versions of Hardy offer the 
young, the busy, and the reluctant reader a bridge 
to the original. Maxine Linnell is an up and 
coming children’s author – her long experience 
as a psychotherapist has given her a deep 
understanding of characters and their motivations.

Real Reads Walter Scott

Sometimes classic authors are considered so 
‘difficult’ that their works lie unread today, even 
though when they were first published they were 
celebrity writers. Walter Scott, the most widely-
read novelist of the late nineteenth century, is the 
prime example – which is a great shame, as his 
stories and characters are gripping and insightful, 
especially when it comes to understanding 
the development of Scotland. Now Margaret 
Elphinstone, Emeritus Professor at the University 
of Strathclyde, joins forces with Real Reads to 
bring the best of Walter Scott’s novels back to life. 

978-1-906230-41-8978-1-906230-42-5 978-1-906230-43-2

Real Reads 
George Eliot

George Eliot 
(actually a 
woman whose 
real name was 
Mary Ann Evans) 
was one of the 
leading novelists 
of her day when 
she wrote her 
best-known 
novels 150 
years ago. Her 
insight into what 
makes people 978-1-906230-59-3978-1-906230-60-9

Real Reads Jane Austen

Jane Austen is the top-selling classic author, and Real Reads brings all six of her novels to a new audience. 
‘A brilliant achievement!’ wrote the reviewer for Austenblog.

‘These lively, attractive little volumes are ideal. Charmingly presented and skilfully written, they capture the 
flavour and tone of Jane Austen’s peerless craft while simplifying the narrative and dialogue. Even as a purist, 
I think these Real Reads are a Real Help for the younger, novice reader.’ 
Josephine Ross, author of 
Jane Austen: A Companion

978-1-906230-09-8978-1-906230-08-1 978-1-906230-07-4978-1-906230-11-1978-1-906230-06-7 978-1-906230-10-4

Real Reads Brontë

978-1-906230-21-0 978-1-906230-20-3

The 
timeless 
stories of 
Jane Eyre 
and Mr 
Rochester, 
Heathcliff 
and 
Catherine 
Earnshaw, 
resonate 
with readers of all ages, and Vanessa Lubach’s 
atmospheric illustrations perfectly complement 
the narratives.

do the things they do, and her ability to write very 
realistically with great dramatic effect, make her 
books perfect candidates for Real Reads.



Real Reads Chinese Classics
•  retold and illustrated 

by Chinese speakers 
steeped in Chinese 
culture

•  the four ‘Noble Chinese 
Classics’ available to 
western readers in a 
uniform and accessible 
edition for the first time

•  a unique bridge to 
Real Chinese culture

978-1-906230-36-4978-1-906230-34-0978-1-906230-35-7 978-1-906230-37-1

‘These books are a delight, the stories well told, the illustrations lively and 
appealing. They bring all those wonderful, complex characters like Dai Yu, Cao 
Cao, Wu Song and Monkey, stepping out of the pages and into the imagination.’

Theresa Munford, Head of Mandarin, The Ashcombe School

Real Reads Indian Classics
In collaboration with our Indian partner publisher, the Mango Books 
imprint of DC Books, we are thrilled to bring you Real Reads retellings 
of the key classics of Indian literature, Ramayana and Mahabharata.

978-1-906230-31-9 978-1-906230-32-6 978-1-906230-33-3

978-1-906230-30-2

•  retold by an Indian author 
who has studied these 
important Sanskrit classics 
for many years

•  illustrated by one of India’s 
most talented young 
illustrators, in a fusion of 
classic and modern styles

•  an insightful bridge to Real Indian culture

‘The Real Reads Ramayana is beautifully written, with a simplicity which yet contains all the drama 
of this remarkable story.’ Jamila Gavin, award-winning author of Coram Boy and The Wheel of Surya

‘Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear’, runs William Parker’s well-known hymn.

Real Reads bring you the Real stories of Jesus – a series of six interlinked gospel-based 
narratives telling the events of the New Testament through the eyes of those involved.

Closely following the characters and events of the New Testament, this 
series shows six unique humans in extreme situations. It explores their 
motivations, their struggles, and their responses to the momentous events 
they lived through.

Never before has the New Testament been presented in this way. It is a great 
new way for young readers to meet the people and experience the events 
which have shaped over two thousand years of history.

Real Reads New Testament

•  checked for accuracy to the 
gospels by a leading New 
Testament scholar

•  online concordance so that 
readers and teachers can 
link passages directly to New 
Testament sources

978-1-906230-24-1 978-1-906230-25-8 978-1-906230-26-5 978-1-906230-27-2 978-1-906230-28-9 978-1-906230-29-6

‘These re-written versions of stories from the bible, lucidly done, but 
without any dumbing down, confirm the authority of their originals while 
introducing them to readers in new ways. They pull off the difficult trick of 
being simultaneously time-honouring and contemporary. They deserve to 
find a large audience.’ Andrew Motion, Poet Laureate 1999–2009

‘As the father of an eight-year-old I should like to commend most 
fully the quality of these books and the idea that inspires them.’

     Canon Anthony Ball, Chaplain to the Archbishop of Canterbury
978-1-906230-23-4

Also available as a de luxe six-book 
boxed gift set ideal for Sunday 
School and 
confirmation 
giving



Real Reads Mystery & Imagination

Tony Evans’ masterful retellings of Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s three Sherlock Holmes novellas bring the 
longest and most compelling Holmes stories within 
the reach of every reader. To complement Sherlock 
Holmes in the Real Reads Mystery & Imagination 
series are Wilkie Collins’ spine-tingling classics, The 
Woman in White and The Moonstone, Edgar Allan Poe’s 
spine-chilling The Pit and The Pendulum, Murders in the 
Rue Morgue, and The Gold-Bug, the first story ever to 
use the solving of a code as part of its plot.

978-1-906230-48-7978-1-906230-50-0 978-1-906230-51-7978-1-906230-57-9978-1-906230-58-6978-1-906230-49-4

978-1-906230-81-4978-1-906230-80-7 978-1-906230-82-1

Real Reads Science Fiction
978-1-906230-13-5 978-1-906230-12-8 978-1-906230-17-3 978-1-906230-16-6 978-1-906230-15-9 978-1-906230-14-2

We’ve all heard of Jekyll and Hyde, Frankenstein, and Wells’s time machine, but how many people have read 
the originals and know the actual stories? These Real Reads versions bring the fantastic tales back to life.

Real Reads editorial and production
Real Reads Ltd, 18 Kendrick Street, Stroud, Gloucestershire GL5 1AA, UK 
Tel +44 (0)1453 765793 Fax +44 (0)1453 755322 Email editorial@realreads.co.uk

Real Reads trade distribution
BookSource, 50 Cambuslang Road, Cambuslang, 
Glasgow G32 8NB, UK 
Tel +44 (0)845 370 0063 Fax +44 (0)845 370 0064 
Email customerservice@booksource.net

UK and international representation
(except South and East Asia/Australasia)

Chris McLaren, SaltWay Global Ltd, 33 Hatherop, nr Cirencester, 
Gloucestershire GL7 3NA, UK 
Tel +44 (0)1285 750212 Email chris.mclaren@saltwaypublishing.co.uk 

International representation
(South and East Asia/Australasia)

John Beaufoy, John Beaufoy Publishing Ltd, 11 Blenheim Court, 316 
Woodstock Road, Oxford OX2 7NS, UK 
Tel +44 (0)1865 510920 Email johnb@johnbeaufoy.com

www.realreads.co.uk

As well as the perennially popular Mark Twain titles, Real Reads has developed an 
ambitious programme of North American classics, including The Great Gatsby, sensationally 
revitalised through Baz Luhrmann’s movie adaptation. This is accompanied by Stephen 
Crane’s moving Civil War narrative The Red Badge of Courage, Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 
powerful tale of honour and redemption The Scarlet Letter, Jack London’s tale of animal 
fortitude The Call of the Wild, and Kate Chopin’s pioneering feminist classic The Awakening.

978-1-906230-74-6978-1-906230-75-3 978-1-906230-76-0 978-1-906230-77-7 978-1-906230-78-4

978-1-906230-19-7

978-1-906230-18-0

Real Reads American Classics



www.realreads.co.uk
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